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Main ac tivities c a rried out by the Fondazione Med iterraneo and the Maison de la 
Méditerranée from 31 March 2005 to 30 September 2005:

 
More information on all activities can be found at: http://www.euromedi.org/attivita/attivitaanno.asp?anno=2005

   
1) 1st EURO-MEDITERRANEAN CONCERT FOR INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE 
In c eleb ra tion of the European Union s rec ognition of 2005 as the Year of the Med iterranean , the 1st 

Euro-Mediterranean Concert for Dialogue Among Cultures was launc hed in Cairo on 4th December 2004, 
and has sinc e visited numerous c ities, inc lud ing Otranto, Naples, Rome, Cosenza, and Luxembourg. 
Future stops will inc lude Algeria, Aichi (Japan), and Barcelona.  Artists from Algeria, France, Morocco 
and Mozambique, to mention just a few, have performed in the concert series.   

This series of music a l events a rises from a new polic y of the Fondazione Mediterraneo whic h a ims to 
combine politic a l and c ultura l stra teg ies in order to p roduc e c onc rete ac tions for the development of a 
d ia logue among the pa rties rep resenting the Med iterranean, Europe and the Islamic world .  The 
c onc erts a re insp ired by the idea of the ric h trad itions of c ulture and a rt exported from the 
Med iterranean c oasts, a trend throughout history whic h c ontinues today through c ontempora ry a rtistic 
and cultural movements.    

COSENZA, 13th May 2005

 

Conc lud ing the Euro-Mediterranean Meeting, another suc c essful 
c onc ert in the series took p lac e a t the Piazza Prefettura in Cosenza , 
Ita ly.  Conduc ted by Maestro Eugenio Bennato (Ita ly), it fea tured  
fasc ina ting performanc es by Egyp tian music ian Fathy Salam, and b y 
gnawa singer and gumbri player Hasna El Becharia of Algeria. 

The Hymn of the Med iterranean was p layed by the Chamber Orchestra 
of the Conservatory of Cosenza , whic h was c onduc ted on this oc c asion 
by Nayer Nagui, Director of the Cairo Opera House .   The performanc e a ttrac ted and enterta ined over 
10,000 spec ta tors; among the aud ienc e were numerous d ip lomats and rep resenta tives of the Euro-
Mediterranean countries.  

CAIRO, 30th June 2005

 

A spec tac ula r c onc ert was held a t the Pyramids of Giza, Egypt.  The 
event, Ita ly Meets Egyp t 

 

Music , Danc es and Songs of the 
Mediterranean, was organised by the Fondazione Mediterraneo- 
Maison de la Méditerranée in c ollabora tion with the Egyptian Ministry of 
Tourism and the Italian Embassy in Cairo to c eleb ra te the one millionth 
Italian tourist in Egypt in 2005. 

The Ita lian a rtists Eugenio Bennato with Taranta Power, Pietra 
Montercorvino and the Egyp tian group Wust el Balad took pa rt in the initia tive.  For the oc c asion of the 
one millionth tourist, severa l Ita lians won a four-day trip to Egyp t through the RAI-sponsored quiz Alle 
Fa lde del Kilimangia ro .  Present were the Egyptian Minister of Tourism Ahmed El Maghrabi and the 
Italian Ambassador to Egypt Antonio Badini, who commended the high cultural standing of the event.   

LUXEMBOURG, 11th July 2005

 

Luxembourg s Abbaye de Neumünster hosted another stop of the 
c onc ert series, whic h fea tured music ians from va rious bac kgrounds 
inc lud ing Greek, Turkish, Armenian, Turkish-Cypriot, Greek-Cypriot, Israeli, 
Egyp tian, Iranian, and Americ an.  These performers have c rea ted the 
Association of Artists for Peace (ADAP) in order to demonstra te tha t in 
working together, simila rities p reva il and d ifferenc es bec ome less 
relevant.   

 

http://www.euromedi.org/attivita/attivitaanno.asp?anno=2005
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2) EXHIBITION: BREAKING THE VEILS: WOMEN ARTISTS FROM THE ISLAMIC WORLD  

PADOVA, 20th May 2005

 
The Fondazione Mediterraneo, the Municipality of Padova and the 
Association Mediterraneo

 
organised the exhib ition Breaking the Veils: 

Women Artists From the Islamic World.  This event was p romoted in 
c ollabora tion with the Royal Society of Fine Arts in Amman and the 
organisation Femme-Art-Méditerranée (May 20 

 

June 20 2005).  Present 
a t the event, whic h took p lac e a t the Sa la della Gran Guard ia , Piazza dei 
Signori, in the p resenc e of President Michele Capasso and Mayor 
Zanonato of Padova 

Inaugura ted in Luxembourg (25th November 

 

31st Dec ember 2004), this exhib ition b rought together 
approximately 70 pa intings by 51 women a rtists rep resenting 21 d ifferent Islamic c ountries, from 
Indonesia to Yemen.  They a re a ll women and a ll a re Muslim, but they a re of d istinc t fa iths and 
genera tions.  And it is p rec isely this theme tha t these a rtists wished to highlight with their work: tha t the 
Muslim world , ra ther than simp ly rep resenting one c onc ep tion of Islam , is ac tua lly a c ultura l mosa ic , 
and tha t, simila rly, the c omp lexity of the Muslim woman is veiled .  To sp read this message the a rtists 
used the universa l language of a rt.  With oil pa ints and wa ter c olours, with engravings, c ollages and 
serigraphs (silk-sc reen p rints), and with the transformations of their own bod ies, fac es, and shadows, 
these women illustra ted and exp la ined their world , their trad itions, their politic a l c ha llenges, and their 
status.  

 

3) INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOPS ON EURO-MEDITERRANEAN ISSUES 
The Fondazione Med iterraneo has organised a series of lec tures to c eleb ra te its ten years of 
c ommitment to the Euro-Mediterranean Dialogue .  This high-p rofile series, entitled La Politica 
Internazionale nel Mediterraneo (The International Politics of the Mediterranean) is co-ordinated by Fabio 
Petito, Massimo Galluppi, and Franco Mazzei of the Università di Napoli LOrientale .  The lec tures 
examine key issues of the reg ion s geo-politic s by ga thering interna tiona lly renowned sc hola rs 

 

in 
partic ula r, from Eng lish-speaking ac ademic and foreign-polic y c irc les 

 

who are c ritic a l of c urrent 
Americ an foreign polic y towards the Midd le East and who support a more dec isive and c o-operative 
European role in the Mediterranean.   

This initia tive is pa rt of a new five-year agenda (2005-2010) of the Fondazione Med iterraneo entitled The 
Mediterranean, Europe and Islam: Actors in Dialogue, whose mission is to strengthen mutua l 
understand ing and c o-opera tion among the c ountries a round the Med iterranean Sea as well as 
throughout Europe and the Muslim c ommunities within and outside of Europe.  The lec ture series a lso 
a ims to inc rease pub lic awareness in Ita ly to the politic a l c ha llenges within the Med iterranean spac e 
through the involvement of the Italian media at each event.  

NAPLES, 17th March 2005

 

Professor Michael Cox of the London School of Economics and Political 
Science (LSE) p resented a lec ture entitled The Grand American Strategy 
and the Global War Against Terrorism.    

NAPLES, 6th April 2005

 

Professor Alessandro Colombo of the University of Milan lec tured on the 
theme War, Democracy and the Equality of States: The Middle East and 
the Mediterranean.    

  



  

4

  
NAPLES, 21st April 2005

 
Professor Joseph Camilleri of La Trobe University, Austra lia , p resented 
Between Europe and the Middle East: Episodic Geopolitics or 
Transformative Encounter?   

NAPLES, 26th May 2005

 

A concluding round-tab le was held to d isc uss La Politica Estera Italiana tra 
Partenariato Euromediterraneo e Grande Medio Oriente (Italian Foreign 
Policy Between the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership and the Greater 
Middle East). The following peop le took pa rt in the d isc ussion: Michele 
Capasso, President of the Fondazione Med iterraneo; Massimo Galluppi, 
L Orienta le University, Naples; Riccardo Sessa , Direc tor Genera l for the 

Countries of the Med iterranean and Midd le East 

 

Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs; Franco Rizzi, Direc tor Genera l of UNIMED; Fabio Petito, ESCP-EAP, 
Paris and L Orienta le University, Nap les; and Franco Mazzei, Università d i 
Napoli L Orienta le .  

 

4) MEDITERRANEO, UN MARE DI PACE  

NAPLES, 31st March 2005

 

The p rojec t Mediterraneo, un Mare di Pace (The Mediterranean, a Sea of 
Peace) was c a rried out with c ivil servic e volunteers and other young 
peop le entering the working world , with the a im of p romoting peac e and 
cooperation among Mediterranean area communities.    

 

5) CHAIRE AVERROÈS  

MARRAKECH, 29th April 2005

 

For the Chaire Averroès ac ademic year 2004-2005, whic h is a p rojec t undertaken 
jointly by the Fondazione Mediterraneo and Qadi Ayyad University, Marrakech, 
fea tured the theme The Use of the World: Knowing How to Live Together. The writer 
and sociologist Adbelkabir Khatibi gave the inaugural lecture.  

 

6) EURO-MEDITERRANEAN MEETING  

COSENZA, 13th -  14th May 2005

 

In order to c eleb ra te 2005, Year of the Mediterranean and the tenth 
anniversa ry of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, the Fondazione 
Mediterraneo and Maison de la Méditerranée c ollabora ted with the 
Province of Cosenza to organise a Euro-Med iterranean meeting on 
Cooperation and Partnership: a Strategic Choice for Security, Peace and 
Development in the Mediterranean Area .   

Decision-makers from the Provinc e of Cosenza c rea ted the Foundation Europa-Mezzogiorno-
Mediterraneo with the ob jec tive of p romoting interc ultura l d ia logue, and of development a network for 
ec onomic and soc ia l rela tions between the Region of Ca lab ria and the other a reas of the 
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Mediterranean.  A further meeting in 2010 and the c rea tion of a Euro-Med iterranean free-trade zone 
were also discussed during the event.  

The ambassadors of Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Jordan, Algeria, Libya, Syria, Albania , as well as va rious 
deans of the respective universities took part in this meeting.  

 
7) SEVENTH ANNUAL NAPOLIFILMFESTIVAL

  

NAPLES, 5th June 2005

 

The opening c eremony of the seventh annual Napolifilmfestival was held a t the 
Università Federico II di Napoli.  The Fondazione Mediterraneo p rovided 
institutiona l support for this event, and Fondazione Mediterraneo President 
Michele Capasso presented the Vesuvio Award

 

to honour the film Titanus by 
Guido Lombardo.  Ac tor Nic ola Di Pinto ac c ep ted the award for this 
achievement. 

Citing the appea l of Mic hele Plac ido for the libera tion of Clementina Cantoni in 
Afghanistan, President Capasso pointed out tha t c inema c an enhanc e 
understanding among cultures.   

 

8) SREBRENICA 1995-2005: A WARNING TO EUROPE  

NAPLES, 6th June 2005

 

Marking ten years since the massacre at Srebrenica, the Fondazione Mediterraneo appealed for a major 
commitment by Euro-Med iterranean intellec tua ls to c rea te a United Sta tes of Europe , fostering peac e, 
equality, and democracy.   

The appea l was pub lished in many Ita lian newspapers and subsc ribed to by hundreds of peop le who 
c onsidered the initia tive a nec essity, lest the hund reds of thousands of vic tims have been sac rific ed in 
va in .  

 

9) PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN  
AT THE MAISON DE LA MÉDITERRANÉE  

NAPLES, 25th -  26th June 2005

 

The Presidents of Med iterranean c ountries inc lud ing Libya , the Ba lkans 
and the Princ ipa lity of Monac o ga thered to c onstitute the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Mediterranean under the ausp ic es of the 
Interparliamentary Union.  

The partic ipants expressed their apprec ia tion tha t the Fondazione 
Med iterraneo and Ma ison de la Méd iterranée pub lic ise a 
Med iterranean d imension tha t inc ludes Libya and the Ba lkans.  

10) 2nd  INTERNATIONAL CONTEST FOR SHORT FILMS ALTRI SGUARDI AND  
1st INTERNATIONAL CONTEST FOR SONGS ALTRI SUONI

  

NAPLES, 29th July 2005

 

With financ ia l support of the European Commission, the 
Fondazione Mediterraneo organised the sec ond ed ition of 
the c ontest Altri Sguardi ( Another Look ) for short films, 
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and the first c ontest Altri Suoni ( Other Sounds ) for songs insp ired by peac e and  interc ultura l 
dialogue. 

The c ontests highlight mutua l understand ing between the peop les of the two shores of the 
Mediterranean through employing innovative cinema techniques such as Internet movies.   

 
11) OFFICIAL VISIT TO FONDAZIONE MEDITERRANEO - MAISON DE LA MÉDITERRANÉE 
BY PRIME MINISTER ERDO AN  

NAPLES, 2nd September 2005

 

Fondazione Mediterraneo President Michele Capasso, Vice President Caterina Arcidiacono and Turkish 
Ambassador to Italy U ur Ziyal welcomed Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdo an 
a t Nap les a irport.  Ac c ompanying the p rime minister were Minister of State Mehmet Aydin and members 
of the Turkish med ia .  The entourage then p roc eeded to the Fondazione Med iterraneo for a high-level 
visit.   

Sinc e 1994 the Fondazione Med iterraneo has  supported the role of Turkey as a key c ountry of the  
Greater Mediterranean , stressing on numerous oc c asions and through va rious means 

 

meetings, 
workshops, appea ls, a rtic les 

 

that Turkey should bec ome a member of the European Union.  The 
Fondazione Med iterraneo sees Turkish membership as a nec essary c riterion of c ultura lly, soc ia lly and 
economically integrating the region it represents and thus increasing regional prosperity and peace.    

The Turkish model of sec ula rism, whic h va lues Islam as a sourc e of soc io-c ultura l identity tha t c an rema in 
independent from politic s, rep resents an ind ispensab le resourc e and hope for Europe and for the 
pac ific a tion of the Midd le-Eastern reg ion.  Further, it sends a message both to those who politic ise 
religion and to those who do not believe Islam and democracy can function compatibly. 

          

   

12) MEDITERRANEAN INSTITUTION AWARD TO PRIME MINISTER ERDO AN   

NAPLES, 2nd September 2005

 

Turkish Prime Minister  Recep Tayyip Erdo an was honoured during his visit to the Fondazione 
Med iterraneo in a  c eremony  p resenting the Premio Mediterraneo Istituzioni 2005 (Mediterranean 
Institutions 2005 Award). 

Prime  Minister Erdo an is known and respec ted for his integrity and his democ ra tic and  p lura list style of 
politic s.  As mayor of Istanbul, he was ab le to modernise munic ipa l administra tion; as p rime minister, he 
has enhanced the political and cultural dialogue between Turkey and Europe. 

This award c eremony ac knowledged the grea t p rogress of a c ountry whose c ulture is rooted in the 
Eastern world , but whic h has nonetheless estab lished long-lasting and deep rela tions with the Western 
world .  The intention of the c eremony was to highlight the wish for a new widening of Europe a imed a t 
ending the age-old tension between Christian and Muslim States. 
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13) CEREMONY AND ACCORD BETWEEN THE FONDAZIONE MEDITERRANEO  
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF TURKEY  

NAPLES, 1st September 2005

 

On the  oc c asion of the visit of Turkish Prime Minister Rec ep Tayyp 
Erdogan, a letter of intention was p resented  p rovid ing for a 
partnership protocol  between  the Fondazione Mediterraneo and the 
Government of the  Repub lic of Turkey.  The p rotoc ol enta ils 
estab lishing a sea t of the Ma ison de la Méd iterranée in Istanbul as a 
point of referenc e within the Greater Mediterranean p rojec t.  

 

14) INAUGURATION OF ISTANBUL HALL AT MAISON DE LA MÉDITERRANÉE  

NAPLES, 2nd  September 2005

 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdo an, ac c ompanied by the Secretary 
General of the Maison de la Méditerranée Walter Schwimmer, Fondazione Mediterraneo President 
Michele Capasso, and other members of the Fondazione Med iterraneo, inaugura ted the Istanbul 
Hall on the top floor of the Ma ison de la Méd iterranée.  This a ttrac tive ha ll rep resents the va rious 
c ountries of the Greater Mediterranean and is ded ic a ted to Istanbul, the grea t c ity whic h has 
been the seat of splendid cultures and civilizations.  
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15) RENAMING OF THE FONDAZIONE AND PRESENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME 
GREATER MEDITERRANEAN

  
NAPLES, 1st September 2005

 
The interna tiona l Board of the Fondazione Med iterraneo met in Nap les on Sep tember 1st 2005.  The 
Board made the following actions and decisions:  

1. to adopt, as of 1st September 2005, the name FONDAZIONE 
MEDITERRANEO 

2. to review and approve p lans for the p rojec t Greater 
Mediterranean

 

3. to review and approve a letter of intention to the government 
of Turkey 
4. to review and approve the new general prospectus of the 
Fondazione Mediterraneo  

 

16) OPENING SEMINAR FOR THE SECOND COMMUNITY MANAGEMENT MASTER S 
PROGRAM  

NAPLES, 8th -  9th September 2005

 

In the opening seminar of the sec ond Community Management 
Master s Program, the Fondazione Mediterraneo contributed its know-
how in p rojec t-designing and development of d ia logue and c ultura l 
exc hange within the Med iterranean basin in order to c ultiva te the 
resources of young actors in Southern Italian civil society. 

The p rogram enta ils advanc ed tra ining to meet the c ha llenges of 
soc ia l and tec hnolog ic a l c hange in the new millennium with regard 
to qua lity of life, work, soc ia l pa rtic ipa tion, family management, and 
municipal organization.   

The a im of the master is to tra in young peop le to develop the ab ility to c rea te responsive p rojec ts and 
related civic activities not included in traditional educational curricula.    

 

17) INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR: EUROPEAN COMMUNITY PSYCHOLOGY AND THE 
MEDITERRANEAN   

NAPLES, 15th -  17th September 2005

 

The Fondazione Med iterraneo organized and hosted an interna tiona l 
seminar entitled European Community Psychology and the 
Mediterranean.  The key themes were social pa rtic ipa tion and c itizenship , 
susta inab le development, urban and reg iona l p lanning , and soc ia l 
mediation. 

The seminar foc used on soc ia l c ommunities a t the munic ipa l level by 
looking a t how c ommunity psyc hology stra teg ies c an shed light on 
relevant c ha llenges, inc lud ing managing the rela tionship between loc a l and g loba l development.  A 
further issue c overed was knowledge-sharing among p rofessiona ls involved in soc ia l institutions p lanning 
and civil society development.  
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18) 12th BIENNIAL OF YOUNG ARTISTS FROM EUROPE AND THE MEDITERRANEAN   

NAPLES, 19th September 2005

 
The junc tion of c ulture and a rt c rea tes a p lac e in whic h peop le, ra ther than 
c lash, a re free to meet and exc hange their views, thus c rea ting a rea lity whic h 
demonstrates an ideal of what should be the politics of states in the future. This is 
the idea behind the Biennial of Young Artists from Europe and the  
Mediterranean, the twelfth ed ition of whic h was hosted a t the med ieva l Castel 
Sant Elmo in Nap les. 

Approximately 800 artists presented 350 works, rep resenting the visua l a rts, 
music , multimed ia insta lla tions, and danc e.  Many exhib its were open to the 
pub lic until la te Sep tember and some of them until mid -Oc tober.  The theme of this ed ition was the 
c onc ep t of Passion as seen from within Med iterranean c ountries suc h as Egyp t, Greec e, Jordan, Israel, 
Pa lestine, Cyprus, and Libya as well as Montenegro, Slovenia , Bosnia .  Among the works rep resenting 
d ia logue between peop les, there were Israeli-Pa lestinian and Serbo-Croa tian and Kosovar 
collaborations.          

Euro-Mediterranean partners participating in activities up to 30th September 2005

 

ANSA, press agency (Italy); ANSAMed, press agency (Italy); Ministry of Culture (Egypt); Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (Italy); Ita lian Embassy in Ca iro (Italy); Ita lia -Egitto (Italy-Egypt); The Ca iro Opera House (Egypt); 
Al-Ahram Hebdo (Egypt); Alita lia (Italy); Gruppo Grima ld i Navigazione (Italy); Ministry of Culture 
(Luxemburg); Neumunster Abbey (Luxemburg); Ministry of Foreign Affa irs (Luxemburg); Roya l Soc iety of 
Fine Arts (Jordan); Jordan Na tiona l Ga llery of Fine Arts (Jordan); F.E.M. Femme-Art-Méditerranée 
(Greece); Istituto d i Culture Med iterranee della Provinc ia d i Lec c e (Italy); Provinc ia d i Lec c e (Italy); 
Otranto Munic ipa lity (Italy); Telerama (Italy); RAI (Italy); Munic ipa lity of Rome (Italy); Comunic a re 
Organizzando (Italy); Stud io S. (Italy); Aud itorium Parc o della Music a (Italy); Ta ranta Power (Italy); 
L empreinte d ig ita le (France); Reg ione Campania (Italy); Provinc ia d i Napoli (Italy); Munic ipa lity of 
Naples (Italy); Ministero per i Beni e leAttività Culturali (Italy); Soprintendenza per i Beni Architettonici ed il 
Paesagg io e per il Pa trimonio Storic o e Artistic o Demoetnoantropolog ic o d i Napoli e Provinc ia (Italy); 
Hotel Rena issanc e 

 

Naples (Italy); Grand Hotel Flora 

 

Rome (Italy); La Corte 

 

Naples (Italy), 
Association Galassia Gutenberg (Italy); Liguori Editore (Italy); Edizioni Magma (Italy); Salvi Impianti (Italy); 
Fondazione Tito Sc hipa d i Lec c e (Italy); University of Nap les L Orienta le (Italy); University Federic o II 
of Nap les (Italy); University Cad i Ayyad of Marrakec h (Morocco); Assoc iazione Grand Atlas 
(Morocco); Georgetown University (USA); Université de Louva in (Belgium); Oxford University (UK); Lond on 
Sc hool of Ec onomic (UK); Université La Sorbonne (France); Orc hestra Koiné (Italy); University of 
Florence (Italy); University of Rome La Sap ienza (Italy); Ca iro University (Egypt); Provinc ia d i Benevento 
(Italy); Provinc ia d i Lec c e (Italy); Provinc ia d i Cosenza (Italy); Abbaye de Neumunster (Luxemburg); 
ECPA (EU) European Community Psychology Association.   

Translated by:  Andrea K. Gralenski  
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