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Appeal

On the occasion of the 21st
International Inter-religious
Meeting for Peace, starting
tomorrow in Naples in the presen-
ce of H.H. Benedict XVI, of Presi-
dent of the Italian Republic
Giorgio Napolitano, and with the
participation of representatives
of all religions, Heads of Govern-
ments and representatives of
international institutions, the
Fondazione Mediterraneo propo-
ses again the Appeal for the
Greater Mediterranean as a
matter for reflection for the
participants in view of true
dialogue between cultures,
religions and laity and as founda-
tion for peace and shared pro-
gress within the region. Overco-
ming any previous proposals we
need to have a vision not taking
into account the international
interests of great Powers, but
rather the real interests of an area
where took its origin the western
culture both material (Neolithic),
intellectual (Hellenism) and
religious (Hebraism, Christianity,
Islam). This area has always been
inseparable from Middle East and
its unity is to be reconsidered
beyond the economic and strate-
gicinterests of the great Powers

1. The Fondazione Mediterra-
neo has as its main objective
the institution of a Coalition
of Shared Values and Intere-
sts among the countries whi-
ch, through the centuries, ha-
ve acted around the Medi-
terranean — such as the Hel-
lenic, Roman, Byzantine,
and Islamic civilisations —
and which today, due to geo-
graphical contiguity, to their
social and cultural recipro-
cal influences and to nume-
rous human exchanges, re-
presents the solidarity area
of the “Greater Mediterra-
nean”: a tradition of syner-
gies, sometimes even tumul-
tuous and troubled, but from
which an indissoluble inter-
dependence arose, stronger
than all contrasts, hostilities,
and wars.

2. The Fondazione Mediterra-
neo, which during the last
fourteen years has made the-
se synergies valuable, giving
them importance, wishes
now to go on in the name of
peace and cooperation
among the populations and
in respect of the fundamen-
tal rights set forth in the Un
charter. It is for this reason
that it proposes again the
“Appeal for the Greater Me-
diterranean” on the occasion
of the 21st International In-
ter-religious Meeting for Pea-
ce, in order to set common
targets and effective means
to build up a “Dialogue
among Societies and Cultu-
res ” based on harmony and
cooperation between reli-
gions and laity.

3. In order to realize a real dia-
logue between men and wo-
men of the different cultures
of the Greater Mediterra-
nean — a strategic and histo-
rical subject which works in
cooperation with the coun-
tries of the Middle East, the
Gulf and the Black Sea —it is
necessary promote interna-
tional understanding throu-
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gh the promotion of aware-
ness of the identity, social
and cultural reality of the
Greater Mediterranean. It is
also necessary to encourage
a closer interaction among
these realities in order to
strengthen shared values and
interests, respecting the fun-
damental human rights and
to develop human resources
and intellectual cooperation
and human resources in
multidisciplinary fields.

. The Mediterranean has long

been fraught with tensions,
crises and conflicts that ha-
ve torn the fabric of a pea-
ceful and prosperous coha-
bitation. Fresh outbreaks of
terrorism and the risk of a
division between those who
believe in dialogue and tho-
se who favour a ‘clash of ci-
vilisations’ make it necessary
an increased engagement by
governments and Civil So-
ciety in order to promote a
Coalition of shared Values
and interests.

. The Coalition should act in

a concrete way by develo-
ping models and program-
mes for cultural and mate-
rial growth within the re-
gion, based on the concepts
of equal dignity and mutual
respect among different cul-
tural identities — having their
own principles and values,
but at the same time being
open to exchange and di-
scussion. Specificity, tradi-
tions and at the same time
shared interests and actions:
the watershed between the
specificity and shared va-
lues will find its reason in
the respect of the funda-
mental human rights and
will be the engagement to
meet the new common chal-
lenges, such as the right to
equality of men and women
All this work is based on the
principles of equality, sove-
reignty, and dignity of peo-
ples, as well as on the re-
spect of pluralism, of cultu-
ral diversity, of the person’s
fundamental rights and of
democracy.

The reconciliation in the
Greater Mediterranean
needs a search for Solidarity
and Development. Young
people must receive educa-
tion and professional trai-
ning in order to reduce ob-
stacles to their personal de-
velopment. A great effort is
necessary to permit the
equal inclusion of young
graduates into the working
force: to this end it is neces-
sary to start a specific action
aiming at identifying indivi-
dual formative needs in re-
lation to new opportunities
in the labour market of the
Greater Mediterranean.

. Openness to global know-

ledge should not damage lo-
cal cultures and instead will
merge tradition, modernity,
and innovation. The enga-
gement to create “Alliances
among Civilizations” requi-
res new policies where mu-
tual cultural respect sup-
ports the defence of indivi-
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dual human rights. This is,
in fact, the new frontier of
social experimentation,
wherever intensive migra-
tory processes have brought
about a co-habitation of dif-
ferent religious and cultural
groups.

. The diffusion of prosperity

requires the promotion a
new labour division and the
development of comparative
productivity. This is the cli-
mate to support the invest-
ments. The protection of
people’s rights, of the
weaker social classes, and of
less-favoured areas, must be
undertaken in consideration
of market rules, combining
efficiency and solidarity.

. The construction of a Medi-

terranean society, solid in
shared principles and values,
is incompatible with the so-
called “clash of civiliza-
tions”, the use of force, and
the violent subversion of in-
ternational political and so-
cial order. Those who pro-
claim evil ideology, those
who instigate division, tho-
se who incite to overpowe-
ring must be morally isola-
ted, especially if we are to
eliminate future conflict.

. In some parts of the Mu-
slim world and in the
Middle East, globalization
generates hostility, and in
some cases violence. In this
way, all the negative ste-
reotypes of Islam that ha-
ve been accumulated in the
Western imagination th-
roughout the centuries are
reinforced, creating a ge-
neralized vision of Islam.
We underscore the sterility
of this vision of the world,
of this over-simplified vi-
sion of an Islam antithetical
to modernity and a Europe
that symbolizes a comple-
ted modernity. We insist
on the necessity to overco-
me this dangerous vision
and to do everything to
create a vision of moder-
nity shared both by Islam
and by the West. The result
today is the development of
a contraposition between,
on the one hand, the idea of
a Muslim society structu-
rally attached to the rules of
an Islam unable to adapt it-
self to the changing world,
and, on the other, the idea
that modernity is a privile-
ge only of the West.

Islam and modernity must
not be considered to be two
antagonistic ideas and Isla-
mic and Western world mu-
st not be considered a prio-
ri as opposed. This requires
a policy of solidarity to
move together in parallel
evolution and in accor-
dance toward the same end:
a necessary collaboration is
not only in the interest of
Islam but also in that of the
West.

This collaboration is the
founding element to con-
struct the dialogue between
men and women of the dif-
ferent cultures of the Grea-
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ter Mediterranean. Further,
it recognises that civil so-
ciety —including local com-
munities, universities, en-
trepreneurial organizations,
professional orders, unions,
NGOs, network associa-
tions, the media, etc. — is
the key factor to progress
regarding human rights,
political security, culture,
economy, science, sustaina-
ble development, commu-
nication and information.

The Greater Mediterranean
is an ancient geographic
and political space, within
which are found the needs
for inter-cultural dialogue,
peace, integration between
innovation and tradition,
and individual rights and
social solidarity. Until now,
numerous initiatives un-
dertaken for the pacifica-
tion and development of
the area have produced
only partial progress. The
feeling of hope that the re-
gion experienced with the
Euro-Mediterranean Part-
nership (activated by the
European Union in 1995 as
part of the Barcelona Pro-
cess) and with other initia-
tives today are in a stale-
mate. The Greater Medi-
terranean must cease to be
the object of political pro-
grams designed elsewhere
and instead formulate its
own strategies as direct ex-
pressions of the needs of its
peoples: therefore, it is ne-
cessary to remain aware of
the risks of altering struc-
ture and of marginalising
the Euro-Mediterranean re-
gion, and to undertake the
creation of a dialogue
between men and women
of the different cultures of
the Greater Mediterranean,
even to remove artificial
barriers in the Arab world,
separating the Mediterra-
nean countries from those

of the Gulf.

The Greater Mediterranean
does not mean to extend
the myth of “Mediterra-
neanness” to a larger area,
but it is the contestation of
the rhetoric of a mental
space in which the diffe-
rences and common visions
become annulled by a su-
perficial and artificial re-
presentation. Our Greater
Mediterranean is made up
of different women and
men who may even be in
conflict but who nonethe-
less want social justice and
democracy. This is what
the Greater Mediterranean
is about; it is not about an
abstract entity stuck in an-
tiquity, but about women
and men of the 21st Cen-
tury who want to govern
global processes in order
not to be overwhelmed and
subordinated.

Recognizing that the West
and Islam are born from the
same cradle is not an act of
mutual subordination but
the recognition of the truth
as a base for a sincere dia-
logue, where the Mediter-
ranean, Europe, and the

for the Greater Mediterranean

Islamic World constitute
fundamental pillars on whi-
ch they may construct their
future, only if they can tran-
sform the “Identity of
Being” into an “Identity of
Doing”, and only if, all to-
gether, we are in the posi-
tion to transform “Love of
Power” — an omnipresent
idea — into “Power of Lo-
ve”: an indispensable ele-
ment to secure shared de-
velopment and peace not
only in the Greater Medi-
terranean but on a global
scale.

Naples, 21st October 2007
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