	UPDATE FROM A LEBANON UNDER UNJUSTIFIED ISRAELI WAR RAGE

Saturday August 5th, 2006- 25th day of attack
 


The 25th day of the Israeli aggression on Lebanon was characterized by the record of the highest number of air strikes and Israeli bombs, mainly in the regions of Tyr and Bent Jbeil (south Lebanon), and targeting bridges and roads among Lebanese regions and between Lebanon and Syria. 

(Lebanese newspaper Assafir)

Reflections on Media Coverage of Israeli Aggression on Lebanon

Journalists talk:

On Aug 03, 2006, Amy Goodman of Democracy Now (www.democracynow.org) interviewed Gideon Levy, journalist working for the Israeli newspaper Ha'aretz, Habib Battah, managing editor of Middle East Broadcasters Journal, and Peter Hart, from Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting. She noted that the British journalist Julian Borger came to the conclusion that America is watching a different war than much of the world after watching the news in Washington and London. The British press, he said, overwhelmingly emphasized the civilian casualties in Lebanon. Meanwhile the U.S. media has focused on the situation in Israeli cities like Haifa. Meanwhile some journalists from the Middle East are now refusing to work with American news outlets. 

From what PETER HART said: Media in this country (US) are obsessed with a timeline, establishing when history began in this story. And usually in the media, it begins when Palestinians attack. In Lebanon they began on July 12 when Hezbollah captures the two Israeli soldiers. They ignore the entire relevant back story. I think it goes without saying that Americans see a very different war in this case and in most cases. There is a PR battle that Israel is losing if we show the realities of this war. 

From what GIDEON LEVY said: With war the media, mainly become more united, more nationalistic, more militaristic, and even more chauvinistic and violent. I must tell you there is a sense of criticism already now about this war, but mainly about tactical aspects of it.  My main criticism about the Israeli media right now is a very old one, namely ignoring almost totally the sacrifice of the other, the sacrifice of the Lebanese people, the destruction, and the killings. All the question of human rights and all the question of the damages that we created in Lebanon is partly hidden from the Israeli public opinion, hidden in a way that it does not get the proportional place, not in size, not in the location. The fact is that most of the Israelis are not exposed, but the problem is that most of them also don't want to know. 

From what HABIB BATTAH said: When I’m watching the media coverage here from Lebanon, I’m reminded of -- the American media coverage -- I’m reminded of being in Qatar during the Iraq war, the beginning of it at least, and watching how the use of sources on American media reflected the policy of the United States government. So the conflict isn’t approached from an objective point of view. It's approached from reflection of the policy of the government. So that's a real problem in identifying and actually giving more sympathy. There is a very big difference in the reporting styles of CNN International and CNN United States. On the American network, recently a reporter with the IDF said that Hezbollah is like no terror organization Israel has ever seen, whereas the international reporters won't describe Hezbollah as a terrorist organization. (Taken from http://www.samidoun.org/)

Two Arab producers working for Fox News in Jordan resigned in protest

Earlier this week, two producers working for Fox News in Amman Jordan resigned in protest. In their resignation letter, Serene Sabbagh and Jomana Karadsheh wrote: “Dear all, we would like to announce our resignation from Fox News in Amman… We base our decision on moral issues. We can no longer work with a news organization that claims to be fair and balanced when you are so far from that. Not only are you an instrument of the Bush White House, and Israeli propaganda, you are war mongers with no sense of decency, nor professionalism. You have crossed all borders and red lines. An Arab mother cries over the death of her child very much like an American and Israeli mother… You ought to be more responsible and have more decency when you take one side against the other. You have a role to play and a responsibility to shoulder for the sake of your very naive viewers…the disdain and blatant one-sided coverage of all Mideast conflicts only highlights your total lack of humanity and bias toward Israel. Your lack of professionalism has made you a tool of ridicule throughout the world. Your inexperienced anchors with their racist comments are not only a shameful scar on the American Media, they simply represent state run Television networks in countries you despise in the Middle East”. (Date: Mon, 31 Jul 2006)

Even the UN Depty Secretary General is not allowed to speak out anymore

The Story of Mark Malloch Brown and John Bolton

In a speech made a few days ago, Mark Mallock Brown, Deputy Secretary General of the UN said America should allow others to "share the lead" in solving the Lebanon crisis, and also advised that Britain adopt a lower profile in solving the crisis lest the international community see the negotiations as being led by the same team that instigated the invasion of Iraq. His comments drew criticism from American officials, including the US State Department, a spokesman from which stated "We are seeing a troubling pattern of a high official of the U.N. who seems to be making it his business to criticize member states and, frankly, with misplaced and misguided criticisms." (Reuters) In his reply, Brown said: "I don't think the U.S has anything to object to in the comments. I was really in fact calling for the U.S. to reach out to France and others to make sure it was demonstrating a broad multilateral coalition and within a single news cycle of my calling for that, it was doing it." He added "I may be prophetic but I wasn't critical." 

Earlier on June 6, 2006, while addressing a conference in New York, Mark Mallock Brown, criticized the US Government for allowing “too much unchecked UN-bashing and stereotyping”. He stated that much of the political dialogue in the US about the UN had been abdicated to its most strident critics, such as conservative talk-show host Rush Limbaugh and the Fox News cable channel and, as a result of this, the true role and value of the UN has become "a mystery in Middle America". These remarks resulted in a backlash from the White House and some conservative commentators, and a call for an apology by US envoy to the United Nations John Bolton. The latter told reporters “This is a very, very grave mistake by the Deputy Secretary General. We are in the process of an enormous effort to achieve substantial reform at the United Nations ... Even though the target of the speech was the United States, the victim, I fear, will be the United Nations. And even worse was the condescending and patronizing tone about the American people… it's just illegitimate … the United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, we think has to personally and publicly repudiate this speech at the earliest possible opportunity, because otherwise I fear the consequences, not just for the reform effort, but for the organization as a whole. (www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0606/S00195.htmTER: Did you also call for Mr. Brown's resignation?) 

Reading this, one cannot question if the US views itself as the sole responsible and active member in the reform of the UN. From that position, does the US allow itself to threaten the whole United Nations System and its existence? It seems the US cannot allow a comment from anyone although they claim they have the most democratic system.
August 12; International Day of Protest and Solidarity- Groups start to mobilize

Global Webcast, Saturday, August 12 2006, 9-11 PM (CET)

URL: http://beirut.dischosting.nl, http://streamtime.org
With fellow activists, artists and other bloggers in Lebanon – and input from Iraq - a collaborative global webcast will be produced on Saturday August 12, from 9 to 11 p.m. Central European Time/10-12 p.m. Lebanon time. This unique free style web jam around 'frequently raised despair' will be produced at Waag Society in Amsterdam by Streamtime's Cecile Landman, Jo van der Spek, Geert Lovink and Jaromil in collaboration with Tarek Atoui, Nat Muller, Paul Keller and many others. The Global Webjam will consist of an audio and video stream, and feature live interviews and conversations, video clips, cartoons and blog blurbs, sound scapes, DJs and VJs, a lively mix of information, art, protest, party and reflection.

The organizers see this as a precedent for future collaborations - to create a 
platform fitting the spirit of Beirut, in defiance of war, and in search for solidarity. Contact the team in Amsterdam with all your questions, suggestions, contributions at: beirut@dischosting.nl. If you are in Lebanon and you want to contribute you can also contact Tarek in Beirut: atouitarek@yahoo.fr mobile: +961-3-190985. If you have material to contribute please upload it to our ftp server: ftp://dischosting.nl (username: upload password: streamtime). 


Convoy to the South of Lebanon under siege 

A citizen’s convoy will be organized to the South to have a direct presence and attest of our concrete solidarity with Southern villagers; organizers write “In the face of Israel's imminent and publicly proclaimed destruction of more towns and villages in the south, we call for solidarity with the inhabitants of the south who made the choice to stay and resist. With this call we affirm our commitment to stand by their side, travelling in citizen convoys to the towns and villages of the south, to express our solidarity with them and our rejection of the Israel's current policy of devastation. With this call: (1) we beckon you to denounce the forced expulsion of populations, (2) to defend the rights of the inhabitants of the south to live on their land and in their homes, (3) and to join our convoys.


For more details you can write to convois.citoyens.sud.liban@gmail.com. Website will be up shortly.

The UN Resolution could see light soon;

While Israel continues the killing of children and civilians in Lebanon throughout the 25th days of its attack, the US and France have finally agreed on the wording of a UN resolution to end the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah. The draft resolution follows weeks of disagreement over the precise wording of a call to end the violence in Lebanon. It calls for a "full cessation of hostilities", demanding that Hezbollah halt all attacks and Israel stop all offensive military operations. A BBC correspondent at the UN says the wording would allow Israel some freedom if it argues it needs to defend itself.  The US envoy to the UN John Bolton said it was likely to be adopted within days. He explained that the text did not include a requirement for an immediate cessation of hostilities. But it does call for "the immediate cessation by Hezbollah of all attacks and the immediate cessation by Israel of all offensive military actions". The draft text - sent to all 15 member states in the Security Council - also calls for the current UN force in Lebanon to monitor any cessation in fighting (BBC). 

From the days of the Lebanese volunteers 

New heroes; For all of you who probably have no idea how ordinary people here are helping the refugees I will explain. It all began when I got a message from a friend of my sister's...he said he needed help because he had 'two schools' he was sending food to and he needed volunteers to help pack the bags and take them to the school. So I went. I entered this 'center' that consisted of a series of rooms. There were bags lying everywhere and someone said ...'put two tuna cans into each bag'...so I did and that is how it all started... The 'center' is an educational center which was used for children's after school activities…On good days the kids got chips and sweets. We fill smaller bags of tea, milk and sugar. We sort diapers according to size and milk and baby food. We would spend hours filling these bags.


…. And the environment is truly great. We don't really have long conversations...just sit...fill...laugh a lot about nothing in particular... work systematically...and we know, at least, that we were doing something to help all these refugees… No one really talks about the war...we all know the news so why repeat it... The nice thing about it all is the mix of people…the women who ran the education centre, the housewives who call their other housewife friends to come and help, the university students who suddenly found themselves without classes, the people with jobs who came after work, the mothers who brought their children to help, the refugee teenagers who found something to do with all their spare time…


In the past three weeks I have seen people who have decided to put their lives on hold to help and people who have decided to continue their lives like nothing has changed…(For the whole piece visit http://frombeirutwithlove.blogspot.com/)

More Statements against Israeli Aggression on Lebanon

Letter from Michele Capasso, President of Fondazione Mediterraneo-Naples; Lebanon: Enough!

What is happening in Lebanon has deeply shocked and offended me. Profoundly. This is why, as a free citizen of the Mediterranean, I will put aside diplomatic language for now and, confronted by hundreds of innocent slaughtered children, I will scream at the top of my lungs "Enough"(….) When a young non-religious woman blew herself up, Le Canard enchaîné published an uncalled-for political satire. No one stopped to think, no one showed pity. No one could see that this young woman was so desperate… There, try to understand what you do to our people every day, in the land recognized by the UN as ours - what losing your house means - how it feels to see your brothers, relatives and friends killed. It is an unbearable pain that leads to a decision with which you cannot agree, but must be understood. It must be understood that we can not condemn terrorism against us if we don’t stop our terrorism against others. This terrorism has no name and is not recognized because we are sure, not of the justice of our position, but of the strength of our force. The whole text is at http://www.euromedi.org 

International gender Trade Network (IGTN) 

Fabiana Comparato – IGTN secretariat IGTN - International Gender and Trade Network, would like to express their deepest concern and solidarity towards the Lebanese people in face of the current Israeli aggressions. IGTN condemns the Israeli attacks against Lebanon, and is in repudiation of this criminal action, which is indiscriminately hitting civil targets. “War on Terror” is not a justification for a policy of collective punishment including the siege of Lebanon, the bombardment of transportation links and the resulting displacement and killing of citizens. “On July 27, Israeli Justice Minister Haim Ramon said that Israel had given civilians ample time to leave southern Lebanon. “All those now in south Lebanon are terrorists who are related in some way to Hezbollah,” he said, according to the BBC”. This declaration reflects a profound lack of respect for human life, and a conscious will to demoralize, weaken and attack a sovereign state and it’s population. We call for an immediate ceasefire, as this is the only step possible towards any negotiation and a chance for humanitarian intervention, re- construction of civilian infrastructure and a general recovery of Lebanon. We support the call for non-violence of the Lebanese Civil society associations, and other global organizations, which work to make their protest heard and voice their solidarity towards Lebanon and other nations, also target of aggressions in the region. www.IGTN.org 
Reflection from Beirut (BBC):

Beirut streets are power-cut dark at night. Shops close early. Cafes and restaurants are struggling to survive, often serving barely one tenth of the usual number of customers. Taxis apologize in advance in case they run out of petrol before they reach your destination. And faces grow taut with exhaustion at the stress, and the fear of explosions. Smoking hubble-bubble at a cafe one evening, I heard the sound of a fighter-bomber overhead. A young man at the next table leaned over to me, gestured in the direction of the menacing rumble, and said: "This - this also is terrorism!" 

Getting the word out: 

A group of university professors, lawyers, and government officials launched an archive of the atrocities being committed by Israeli forces to be known as the Qana Human Rights Observatory. The observatory is expected to include pictures and testimonies about Israeli massacres against the Lebanese. The archive is named after the Southern village of Qana, which has suffered two bloodbaths at the hands of Israeli forces.
From Beirut ... to those who love us 
A video message at http://www.beirutletters.org/


