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FINAL DECLARATION

8 November, 2006

As representatives of civil society organizations from the Euro-Mediterranean region, international organizations and research institutes, we participated in the Euro-Mediterranean Civil Forum from 4 to 7 November in Marrakech, Morocco. The Forum was organized by the Euromed Non-Governmental Platform in co-operation with the Euromed Platform in Morocco. 

After the Luxembourg Civil Forum, which was the first Forum fully organized by the Euromed Non-Governmental Platform, and a year after the Barcelona+10 Summit, which was the re-launching point for the Euro-Mediterranean process, the Forum, has been organized, for the first time, on the southern shore of the Mediterranean realizing hereby a strong expectation of the Euro-Mediterranean Civil Society. 

For many years, civil societies have been investing in peace in this region, calling the European Union and its Euromed partners for significant action. Given today’s crisis situation it is urgent more than ever to engage in political action. The responsibility of Civil Society in building a fair and sustainable peace in the region has therefore provided the general framework that guided our discussion. 

As members of a broader human community, we strongly believe that our work is firmly based on universal and indivisible values like the respect for human rights, democracy and equality between men and women. These universal values are the essential basis for the cooperation in the Mediterranean area. At the same time, we recognize that these values have to be permanently enriched and we are committed to their full development on a consensual basis. 

We think that however important, the dialogue between cultures should not leave out the political dimensions of the region’s problems and should avoid the instrumentalization of culture and religion since it hinders perspectives of solutions. We therefore commit ourselves to create a tolerant and open forum for dialogue for all actors engaged in peace building 

The Civil Forum focused on peace and conflict prevention, migration and freedom of movement, democratization and human rights, sustainable development and effective citizen participation.

We consider that the aims stated in the Barcelona Declaration in 1995 are still valid and we demand a greater coherency between the Neighborhood Action Plans and those aims. 

We remark that the European Neighbourhood Policy can play a very sensitive role in the involvement of civil society. In this respect, the dialogue with the many components of civil society should be institutionalized within the framework of the Euromed Agreements. A similar mechanism should be applied at the level of the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument programming and implementation.

The sub-committees of human rights foreseen in the MPA (Mediterranean Plan of Action) should be implemented in an effective way. EU should implement immediately the European guidelines on human rights defenders.

We consider that the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership needs a stronger policy regarding gender equality in the region, as a pre-requisite for any co-operation between societies and peoples in the Mediterranean.

Recognizing our role as a responsible actor and partner in Euro-Mediterranean societies, we, as participants of the Marrakech Civil Forum, call on decision-makers to take their responsibility, demonstrate strategic leadership and deliver on promises. Action should echo policy.

Peace and conflict prevention and management 

We underline the permanent and heavy crisis in which we live, which has been unfortunately deepened due to the attack over Lebanon.

We recognize that peace has to be reasserted as a strategic priority in the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, involving all the actors for its achievement. Recent experience shows us that there are no military solutions to conflicts in the Mediterranean. So we emphasize the importance of looking for political solutions to the conflicts, and including women as full participants in all dimensions of peace building processes, as well as, in preventive diplomacy initiatives

While identifying the several conflicts in the Mediterranean like those existing in the Maghreb and Cyprus, the Civil Forum focused on the Middle East conflict, which is of major importance. Meanwhile, it should be recognized that peace must be built inside every society. Building a culture of peace is needed and States as well as civil society have to take their responsibility for its development. 

We want to remind that there cannot be a just and permanent solution for the Middle East crisis without taking into account the relevant United Nations resolutions, International Law and the International Humanitarian Law, avoiding double standards. 

We call to the responsibility of the European Union in order to increase its own profile regarding the Middle East and we demand from it an autonomous policy. Therefore, we call for further diplomatic and non-governmental efforts towards an extraordinary meeting of the Signatory Parties of the 4th International Geneva Convention, which has to adopt a resolution requesting the Security Council of the United Nations to convey an international protection force in Gaza and the West Bank with a clear UN mandate.

We encourage any initiative, taken by European governments, of holding an international conference towards peace in the Middle East which has to lead to a regional and multilateral solution, and to the end of colonization and occupations. Both initiatives should be based on the above-mentioned principles and supported by all Euromed partners. Based on UN resolution 194 we support the Right of Return of Palestinian Refugees as a basic condition for just and fair solution to this humanitarian and political component of the conflict.

The situation in Palestine is worsening daily, violence and terror exercised by the Israeli Army against civil populations accompanied by further colonization, strategically aim at depriving Palestinians of all conditions to create a viable State within its 1967 borders and Jerusalem as its capital. The situation is also depriving them of any freedom of movement and access to natural resources, being closed within the wall as they are.

Given that the principles of human rights and international law are an essential part of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, we state that in those cases of evident violation of the pre-conditions for any kind of co-operation, the EU should act consistently, including the temporary suspension of co-operation agreements, ENP action plans or other economic sanctions. In that sense, we call the EU representatives not to legitimate those members of government who have evident links to human rights violations.

Putting an end to hostilities under the aegis of the international community should not leave out the need to determine the responsibilities of all parties in the conflict, to sanction war crimes and to guarantee to the victims their right to compensation, including the application of the Treaty of Rome.

The Civil Forum strongly condemns the EU decision to interfere with the Palestinian election results, despite the fact that they were considered as free and fair, as well as its decision to suspend its financial support to the Palestinian Authority. This suspension has significantly contributed to the disastrous situation in the West Bank and Gaza. We therefore demand that the EU re-establishes without delay its financial support to the Palestinian Authority. Income taxes which are due by Israel to the Palestinian Authority within the frame of the Oslo Agreements should be paid. 

The Civil Forum calls urgently the Euro-Mediterranean partners to guarantee the reestablishment of the normal democratic life inside the Palestinian National Authority, including the immediate release of PLC members, Ministers and Palestinian political prisoners.

We denounce the violation of the rights of media and destruction of media infrastructures in the Occupied Territories and we ask for full respect of the right of access to information. 

We encourage the effort made by Palestinian and Israeli organizations that are working together in order to reach a just and sustainable peace based on international law and UN resolutions and we invite them to share this effort with the rest of Euro-Mediterranean civil society.

The Civil Forum strongly condemns the violations of the international humanitarian law and the related Geneva conventions committed by Israel during its aggression on Lebanon last July. Israel implemented a collective punishment against the Lebanese population and intentionally targeted civilians and civil, public and economic infrastructure. 

The Civil Forum looks with concern at the way the EU reacted to the situation without taking any serious measure or steps in order to protect Lebanese civilians and to stop the Israeli aggression. 

The Civil Forum confirms its position on the need to fully implement the UN resolution 425 related to the complete Israeli withdrawal from all the Lebanese territories, the release of the Lebanese detainees from the Israeli prisons and the delivery of all the maps of the landmines implanted by Israel during and after its partial withdrawal from south Lebanon in 2000. This should be followed by supporting the Lebanese government to extend its full sovereignty on all the Lebanese territories. 

Migration and freedom of movement in the Mediterranean

The Civil Forum considers that the EuroMed space is being more and more configured as a crossroads through which migrants pass in transit and stay on their way coming from Asia, Eastern Europe and Africa, turning the regional system of migration into a global one.

The EU enlargement puts all partner countries of the West and the East Mediterranean on the doorstep of the European space. The construction of the “European fortress” results in making these countries “bordering zones” through which a growing number of refugees and asylum seekers pass in transit.

The Civil Forum considers that freedom of movement is a fundamental freedom for all the persons of the Euro-Mediterranean area, men and women, and this right should be guaranteed and protected in order to achieve a space of dialogue, exchange and co-operation. Respect of human dignity and protection of human rights should be guaranteed in all countries, notably through the ratification of the International Convention on Migrant Workers’ rights and by guaranteeing the protection of refugees and asylum seekers. 

The Principle of non-refoulement and the right to seek asylum must be reaffirmed and fully respected.

We ask for the end of conditionality regarding migration policies between the EU and the Mediterranean countries, as well as the end of the externalization of frontiers’ control. 

We remark that the Euro-African Conference has not provided the solutions in order to overcome the lack of a consensus about migration policy. We ask for the review of the Schengen procedures which distort the Barcelona Process, specifically regarding visa policy in all Member States of the Partnership. These issues should be addressed at the EU-Africa Conference in Tripoli (November 2006).

A global approach to migration involves the need of a strong commitment from developed countries regarding the delivery of Development Aid and the fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals in the region. The voluntary migration policies of the EU should not lead to the “brain-drain” of southern societies. We propose the launching of a framework program analyzing the positive impact of migrants in their host societies.  We also propose to start a program aimed at building the capacity of civil society in dealing with the respect for and exercise of migrants’ and refugees rights, in both hosting and transit countries. 

The Civil Forum expresses the need for a more committed policy regarding mobility of civil society actors, specifically cultural ones, inclusive of the development of cultural and educational programmes, as a clear contribution to dialogue and co-operation 

Democratization and human rights

Of all regions in the world, the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean region is the one suffering from the deepest crisis in matters of democratization, fundamental freedoms and human rights. As a result, it is the most in need for reforms, especially regarding the interdependence between democracy, human rights and international humanitarian law.

The participants affirm that the achievement of the objectives of the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation and Neighbourhood Policy demand a firm action for political reform supported by both Southern and Northern states.  In order to begin and amplify this process, the following minimal agenda of reforms should be implemented.

The effective respect of fundamental freedoms and in the first place, freedom of opinion, conscience, expression and association.

The abolition of the exceptional and emergency states in some countries in the region which  upholding constitutes a flagrant contradiction to the measures of International Law of Human Rights and voids the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation of its meaning.  

Guaranteeing the independence of justice is one of the corner stones of any effective democratization and economic development process. In this respect, the participants great the fight of magistrates in the region, especially in Egypt and Tunisia.  Stipulating in national legislations the right of magistrate to create professional independent associations has to be firmly defended. 

Two other elements are also necessary: on the one hand, abrogating military courts and exceptional jurisdictions that persist in some countries of the region; on the other hand, reforming the status of superior Councils of the magistrature, notably in view of strengthening their independence and privileges.

Developing the fight against impunity. More particularly: 

a. the International Criminal Court (ICC) should be promoted and strengthened by the invitation made to Southern states to ratify the Treaty of Rome and by handing the most severe violation of International Humanitarian Law over to the ICC.

b. Action should be taken to establish truth, justice and reconciliation authorities, following the Moroccan experience. Information about these experiences and « good practices » in this matter should constitute today a major focus of NGO’s reflection and should be supported by the European Union.

This fight against impunity should conjugate with the fight for the respect and implementation of United Nations’ declarations and instruments regarding torture, forced disappearance, prevention and fight against extra-judiciary executions, as well as, the United Nations’ fundamental Principles and directives concerning the right to appeal and compensation for the victims of human rights and International Humanitarian Law.

Developing active policies and programs for fighting against discrimination, and in the first place discrimination against women and minorities, and promoting equality, is the last fundamental component of this minimal agenda of political reform and transition to the Rule of Law. 

The participants estimate that the respect of the measures of this agenda should be systematically and regularly reviewed, on the basis of indicators elaborated in conformity with the international law of human rights and in consultation with independent civil society actors, whose freedom of action and movement should be firmly defended.

Reforms and democracy cannot be imposed and implemented from abroad. They should be the result of an internal process with a large and effective participation of civil society. Ownership of this process is key for its relevancy and sustainability. However, the respect of the political, economic, social and cultural rights should be respected by all governments and should be enforced according to Article 2 of the International Covenant.

Sustainable Development 

We emphasize the need for a holistic approach towards Sustainable Development that should be at the heart of the Euro Mediterranean Partnership. There cannot be Sustainable Development without peace, solidarity and the exercise of good governance.

Actually, the systematic destruction of natural resources caused by conflict, aggression and occupation of natural resources and the violent interruption of efforts towards achieving sustainable development should be condemned and unconditional remedial measures should be mobilized. Sustainable Development cannot be implemented under occupation conditions.

The European Institutions and the Mediterranean Partner Countries of the EMP should ensure that their strategic, political and economic policies are compatible with the principles of sustainable development, the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD) and the necessary narrowing of the inequities and disparities between the Southern and Northern shores.

Education for Sustainable Development should be promoted as a tool for setting solid foundations for peace, dialogue, cooperation, better understanding of the cultural diversity and environmental protection. In the same direction, we remark that Sustainable Development cannot be effectively promoted without systematically addressing the inequalities between women and men.

Instead of insisting on “reciprocity” in its on-going and future trade negotiations, the EU should offer the Mediterranean Partner Countries the right to protect their food security and sustainable development needs. The EMP, ENP and ENPI must be fully supportive of the relevant recommendations of Sustainability Impact Assessment reports. The European Commission should provide an action plan on mainstreaming these recommendations into its trade agenda. An on-going mechanism for the monitoring of the implementation of the recommendations of the Sustainability Impact Assessment of the Euro-Mediterranean Free Trade Area should be set up with the participation of civil society.

We reaffirm our call for a nuclear free Mediterranean and for regional cooperation to address climate change.

The necessary political and financial support for the full implementation of the Horizon 2020 initiative to de-pollute the Mediterranean must be mobilized.

As a conclusion,

The Civil Forum expresses its deepest concern regarding the growth of Islam-phobia, anti-Semitism and racism in the Euro-Mediterranean countries, and calls upon the governments and civil society organizations to deepen the dialogue in order to reach innovative and solid mechanisms for fighting against any kind of intolerance, including new educational, cultural and legislative actions. 

The Civil Forum calls for the integral inclusion of cultural cooperation in the instruments of the Barcelona Process and for the consideration of mobility as an instrument of cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue, peace and development.

The Civil Forum welcomes the launching of the first Ministerial Conference on equality between women and men (Istanbul, 14-15 November 2006) and calls the Euro-Mediterranean governments to take into account the proposals made by the participants of the Civil Forum as annexed herewith. 

The Civil Forum welcomes the Conference of Euro-Mediterranean Ministers for the Environment (Cairo, 20 November 2006) and calls the Euro-Mediterranean governments to consider the Statement of the Mediterranean Environmental NGOs that will be presented there.  
The Civil Forum welcomes the VIIIth Euro-Mediterranean Conference of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Tempera, 27-28 November 2006) and appreciates the direct participation of the Civil Forum there.

Finally we ask governments, local authorities, civil society organizations and other actors to take into account these recommendations in a joint effort for the creation of an area of peace, stability, shared prosperity to which we are fully committed.

The participants of the Civil Forum invite the members of the Euromed Non-Governmental Platform to implement the follow up of these recommendations by all the actors in the region. This should be done through the Platform’s working program.

Marrakech, 7th November 2006.

Recommendations for the Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference in Istanbul, 14 - 15 November 2006, aimed at adopting a five-year action plan for strengthening the role of women in society 

Participants gathered at the EuroMed Civil Forum in Marrakech, 4-7 November 2006, discussed how to strengthen the role of women in society, and how equality between sexes and promoting and protecting women’s rights is fundamental to the implementation of democracy, respect for human rights and lasting development in the Euro-Mediterranean countries.

The participants wish to remind the government representatives of their state’s obligations, notably to: 

· Reaffirm their commitment to promote the principle and fundamental right of equality between men and women and act in accordance with international conventions relating to women’s human rights and more specifically CEDAW ; the Beijing Declaration, the Barcelona Declaration, the conclusions and five year action plan adopted at the Barcelona Summit, 28 November 2005 

· Reaffirm the indivisibility and universality of human rights as well as the supremacy of international conventions over domestic laws;

The participants ask that

· All states participating in the Barcelona Process should lift their reservations to CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women), bring their domestic laws and policies into line with the dispositions of this convention and proceed to ratify its optional protocol.

· Ask the EU and the Partner states to fight all forms of discrimination and violence against women, including in the couple and the family, - while respecting human rights and stop treating women’s rights essentially as a matter of « religious norms and cultural traditions ».

· Ask for the full integration of the gender dimension in all policies, programmes and projects of the EU, EMP and the ENP, at both the national and regional level. At the same time, affirmative action and programmes specifically directed at women must be established.

· Ask the Partner states to promote full participation, information and genuine consultation in the decision making process, at all levels and all pertinent mechanisms, with independent civil society, in particular associations promoting and protecting women’s rights, 

The participants request that:

· The five-year plan be clear, explicit and specific about its objectives and conforms with principles of equality mentioned above;

· The conference sets-up a follow-up mechanism to the recommended measures in the five-year action plan, as well as a financial programme allowing the achievement of its objectives;

· Levels of responsibility for implementing the various measures recommended in this action plan as well as a time schedule are clearly identified.

